
Reading in Year 1
HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT AT HOME?



Where is my child at?

comprehension

word reading



3 Key questions you can ask your child 

about the book:

What is it about?

How did you feel?

How has the author done this? 

(words, illustrations, bold, 

punctuation)



How do I start?

 What is it about?

 Show your child the picture on the front cover: what 

can they tell you about it? How do they know? Can 

they read the title? What else do they notice?

 Read the blurb together. 





Open the book

 Read the first pages to or with your child.  
Model good use of punctuation. Talk about 
what you have just read. 

 Then give them the opportunity to read the 
book to you then to themselves in their 
head.

 Then come back and ask more questions. 





What to do if your child is stuck on a 

word?

 Sound it out

 Use pictures

 Read past the word to the end of the sentence, do they now know what 

might fit the gap? 

 Break the words up into easier sections and blend them together. 

 If it is a high frequency word, it might be worth doing more work on 

flashcards at home. The more they know them by sight the less time they 

will need working them out in their books. This will make fluency better. 



Why is it important?

You want to encourage your child to 

choose to read and give them the 

opportunity to read for pleasure. It 

will help with everything!



Enjoy it

 Create an atmosphere where the children want to read.  

 Make it nice and cosy. 

 Keep it short unless they want to read more.

 Give them opportunities to read other books, maybe more 

challenging ones.

 Research has show that reading books together had the greatest 

effect on performance in school.

 Remember you are the best reading model for them, still have 

opportunities where they can listen to you read to them. 



Reading Records- communication is 

key!

Remember to comment in books.

It is useful to know the words they 

are struggling with or the sounds.


